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FRASER VALLEY SQUARE & ROUND DANCE ASSOCIATION 
 
 

Minutes of the General Meeting 
March 19 2017 

Location Queens Park New Westminster     Time 1:00 Pm 
 
 
Meeting brought to order at 1:00 pm 
Welcome Betty Langtry 

              
       Thanks to everyone for coming.    Hopefully we have seen the last of the snow . The weather 
certainly has affected attendance or cancellation of a lot of dances. In spite of it all we have attended 
several special dances such as the Gala & the Stardowner’s Trifle evening.  As club reps and executive 
we really need to make our presence known at dances . Our numbers are decreasing so we must find a 
way to  work together .The registration for the BC Festival 17 is nearing the 300 mark. Please continue 
to stress how important it is for dancers from our region to attend this event. 
Betty & George 
 
Attendance: Abbotsford Grand Squares, Abbotsford Swinging Hubs, Chilliwack Rhythm Reelers, 
Chuckwagon 8s, Diamond Country Dancers, Guys & Gals, Royal Swingers, Squares Across the 
Border, Stardowners, Surrey Square Wheelers, Swinging Singles, Town N Country Swingers, White 
Rockers. 
Brent Mawdsley visitor for Brent’s Bunch & Motiv8ors. 
 
Absent: Century House Squares, Delta Sundancers, Quicksteppers, Rhythm B’s, Wesburn Wranglers, 
Wheeling8’s Also voting Reps from Brent’s Bunch & Motiv8ors Quorum established. 
 
Additions & Approval of the Agenda 
Add - L. Festival 2020 
Under new Business A. Surrey Square Wheelers New Dancer grant 
M/S Norm Cox / Dave Hammer Passed. 
 
Correspondence 
Applications received from Chilliwack & Surrey Square Wheelers for New Dancer grant, which will be 
addressed in New Business. 
 
Approval of the minutes of the last meeting Jan. 22, 2017 
M/S Norm Cox /Diane O’Hara Passed. 
 
REPORTS 
A. Treasurer                                         Don Allan 
Report as circulated. The only change from the last meeting is the Gala. Damage deposit has been 
refunded. Hall rental was charged last year for this year. 
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Answer to question regarding money in Term Deposits and what it is used for. 
We have three term deposits. 
 Valley Circle term deposit does not directly belong to the Fraser Valley, this is a separate 
account.  Monies in this account are controlled by the Valley Circle committee. 
  
 Irene DeSmitt left DeSmitt fund, to the Fraser Valley. Originally we were only allowed to 
spend the interest, since that time a motion was passed to spend 10% of current balance annually. 
Primarily used for Promotion. The New Dancer Grant coming out of this account, and the Promotion 
Committee are also given money from this account. 
 

Fraser Valley has just one account used for the operation of the Fraser Valley. The interest from 
Investment goes into operation of the Fraser Valley.  The $2.00 charged a year does not cover our cost. 
We would need to charge more if we didn’t have these reserves. 
Motion by Don Allan to accept report as presented Seconded by Fred Garbett. Passed 
 
B. Vice President                                 Jean Galbraith 
Report For FVS&RDA AGM Meeting Mar. 19, 2017 by Jean & Alex Galbraith 
Welcome to all our club reps here today, and thank you.  We’ve had a busy winter even with the snowy 
weather.  Chilliwack Rhythm Reelers celebrated 62 years on January 20, but were forced to cancel their 
Trifle Night in February.  Abbotsford ‘Grand’ Squares held a great Penguin Promenade in January, and 
Surrey Square Wheelers reported that their Recycle Sale/Fashion Show went well.  Town ‘n’ Country 
had a smaller turnout than usual for their Heart & Stroke Dance, due to weather concerns, where over 
$3,000 was raised.  We were fortunate that the Gala event worked out well.  The Scroll Of Honour was 
presented at the Gala, with the Dancer Couple being honoured being Anni & Kris Christensen, and the 
Caller honoured (the youngest person yet to receive this honour) Heather Wallace.  On Sunday, Mar. 5, 
the Abbotsford ‘Grand’ Squares held their fund-raising dance for Zajack Ranch, and raised over 
$2,000.  The BC Federation welcomes all   dancers to their BOD meeting April 1 in Abbotsford, after 
which will be a Mainstream dance.  And of course check your Valley Circle for times, dates, etc. 
A 50-year pin, was presented to Ron Watson, at his home club, Stardowners, by Directors Al Gibbs & 
June Fitchett. Two 25-year dancer dangles are due to be presented by Directors Gloria & Ernie 
Ferguson to the Mordens at Chilliwack Rhythm Reelers.  This has been delayed due to the snow. 
Forms have been submitted for Marilyn & Bert Koll of Chuckwagon 8’s to be presented with their 50-
year dancer pins. 
We are concerned, as you must be, in the promotion of new dancers.  Right now our registered 
membership of dancers in the Fraser Valley is approx. 700, so it is imperative that we step up our game 
in promoting our recreation. By the time clubs are graduating beginners and closing for the summer, 
they usually know the likely dates that they will start up and offer new dancer lessons in the fall, so 
now’s the time to start preparing for those classes.    I feel that we could turn this state around, and 
bring new life into the recreation, for after all our area has the most fun and the best callers of 
anywhere I can think of, don’t you agree? 
 
C. Valley Circle / Webmaster             Blair Wallace - Absent 
Blair is selling ads for the Festival booklet; even the printer will buy an ad. and it seems a good idea to 
raise funds by offering for sale ads in the Valley Circle. Crazy Bob’s Music Emporium record shop has 
seen an increase in his business since advertising in the Valley Circle; so if we know of anyone who 
would benefit from using our Newsletter for their advertising, let Blair know. 
Question came up regarding the policy on length of Club chatter, and not to have it overly long, so if 
there is a really nice story that could be carved out and sent in separately to Blair, he could then put it 
in as an article on its own. i.e. Article from Abbotsford on the Zajac ranch dance. 
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D. Promotion                                        Lyle O’Hara 
i)  Square and Round Dance Awareness Week 2017: Promo Committee continued our discussions around what to do for this week in September. Here are some of the ideas proposed: Request each club to do something visual during the week such as: * Walk around the local shopping area in square dance attire * Go shopping in square dance attire * Have dinner with some fellow dancers in S.D. attire * Walk the dog in S.D attire * Walk through a park in S.D. attire * Or other public places * Have a flash dance around a local area * Have a wandering square through the downtown area of the local towns, e.g.: Langley city, Cloverdale, White Rock, Abbotsford and stop and dance a tip as you wander but don’t stay in one location.  * Set up music stations in several locations around an area and have dancers wander between them and dance a tip at each station. Perhaps get the local merchants involved with discounts for anyone dressed in S.D. attire purchasing at their store. Give out points for the number of tips dances and the distance walked between stations and awards for the most points.  * Canada 150 playlist #78 – dancing. Get as many as possible to register and count the points for square and round dancing. 

Ken Crisp will coordinate with Victoria to have Square Dance Week proclaimed, hopefully for 
September 17 to 23. 

ii) Canada 150 Celebrations: Several of the Promo Committee members contacted the local municipalities to see what was planned. Some had replies and some have not yet. The following is what we have so far: * Abbotsford invited us to join their parade * Surrey has Fusion Fest and entertainment at Holland Park all summer * Delta, Aldergrove, Langley, Coquitlam, Pt. Coquitlam, and Pt. Moody have yet to get back. In light of the lack of response and some areas we have not contacted personally our Secretary is going to draft a letter to all local municipalities to request inclusion in their plans for Canada 150.  
      iii) Promotional Material: The Promotion Committee passed a motion to order another 100 pens for distribution to the new dancers and suggested the remainder be taken and left at doctor’s offices, chiropractors, or other locations where they may be picked up.  

iv)  Calendars: Promotion Committee has now received 250 five-year calendars for sale. They are $10.00 each and we have some here. They are for the 2018 to 2023 year period. Ask me or Betty Langtry for one. There is approximately a $3.00 profit to the Promo Committee for each one. 
v) Advertising Grants: 
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The Promotion Committee approved a $400.00 advertising grant to the Swinging Singles for their hard copy advertising. 
vi)  New Dancer Prom: The Promotion Committee in conjunction with the V&DCTA completed the duty list for this dance. It will be April 29, 2017 at the Ridge Meadows Seniors Center. We hope to have a large turnout, especially of the new dancers.  

 
E. Driscoll Awards                               Ron Robertson 
REMINDER NOTICES HAVE BEEN SENT OUT but nothing has been received to date but then we 
don’t expect anything till May and usually just before the deadline. Everyone is busy with the teen 
festival this year it is held in Langley on the first weekend of May 
Good time for us to attend as next year it will be in Oregon USA 
 
F. BC Federation                                  Norm Cox 
The B.C.S. & R.D. Federation Board of Directors Meeting will be held Saturday, April 1, 2017, 
10.00am at the Abbotsford ASA Hall, 3389 Essendene Ave., and all members of the F.V. can attend.  
Clubs that have new dancer classes should especially make sure they have representation at this 
meeting as there is a very important motion to be voted on.   
The Dancer Fee to the B.C. Federation is to increase from $5.00 to $7.00 to help offset the cost of the 
Social Media Campaign for the New Dancer Classes. 
There will be a dance (After The Meeting Dance) in the evening of April 1st with pre rounds at 7.00pm 
and Square Dancing at 7.30pm. 
There are many special summer dances coming up throughout our Region.  Please look on the Web 
Page for information and try to attend some of them.  They are a lot of fun. 
Also read the many Reports found on the Web. especially the one from Gord Rudeck Region 8. 
His second paragraph sums up the situation with our dancers all over the Province. 
 
G.  Gala                                                 Norm Cox 
Report from the Gala can be found in the Valley Circle, for you to read. If you want to know what is 
going on Join the Committee. 
 
H, Canadian Society                             Norm Cox 
Canadian Society report is on the Web page. Go to Valley Circle Website, bottom right hand corner 
and the report can be found under BOD meeting reports. 
 
I. Caller /Teacher Association             Lyle O’Hara 
 At our last meeting we picked the ROM Fall Classic “Sunflower II”. The next dance to pick 
will be for the October ROM and will be a Waltz. Suggestions are welcome. 
 The next Festival 2020 meeting will be on April 22 at Tynehead Hall  at 10:00 AM. Anyone 
interested in helping is welcome to attend. 
 We had a general discussion on the difficulty of having new dancers attend every lesson and the 
consequent slow down effect this had on the rest of the dancers. Each caller has his own way of dealing 
with this so we could not come to a consensus on the best or appropriate way of dealing with this 
problem. 
 There will be a Roundaree sponsored by the V&DCTA on Oct. 28, 2017 at Brookswood 
Seniors Hall in Langley. This will be chaired by Heather Reynolds (Wallace). The level of the dance is 
still to be determined. 
 We will be having our Corn Cob Caper dance on August 27 at Abbotsford, if all goes according 
to plan.  
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 Teen festival is looking for judges and anyone else willing to assist. Please call Steve or Lynette 
Edlund if you are willing to help the teens. Next year this Festival will be heading south again so this 
year is a great time and location to see the Teens in action.  
 Our next meeting will be in September and will be our AGM and election of Executive.  
 Lyle O’Hara, 
 President,  
 Vancouver and District Caller/Teacher Association. 
 
J.  Festival   17                                      Dave McVige 
  
Our Registrar and Secretary have been very busy lately with Registrations coming in. We now have 
over 300 registered participants in BC Festival 2017. There was a big surge before the cost went up at 
the end of February. Cost now $50 for the weekend. 
Our Accommodations Committee is monitoring the availability of hotel rooms at the Holiday Inn- it 
looks like they are filling up! Another hotel is being checked if they will offer Festival Pricing. 
There are several Restaurants in Cloverdale and we are working on getting discount coupons to 
encourage dancers to try them out. 
The Facilities Committee had a dealer bring in innovative cooling equipment to demonstrate to us and 
it will be in use in both large halls to beat the summer heat. 
The TRAIL-IN Dance is a separate event. it will be held at the Shannon Hall Wed. July 5- $6 at the 
door starting with Pre-Rounds at 7PM Square dancing 7:30 to 9:30 PM.  
Other Committees all have their sleeves rolled up and are working hard. The excitement is building. 
We are also considering a BANNER PARADE to do a circuit downtown Cloverdale. 
A Committee Appreciation Luncheon for all BC Festival 2017 Committee members is being planned 
for Sat. July 8, 12 noon - 1:30 PM Festival lunch break. 
 

Plans have been made for the Festival Banner 2017 to be a “Travelling Banner” 
visiting local clubs, & having the Clubs take a Group photo of dancers with the Banner  

being displayed. This picture, then being emailed to Betty. 
 

There will be 36 Callers & Cuers at the Festival furthest away from Boise Idaho. 79 clubs registered, 
one from Australia. 
 
K. Scroll of Honor                                Barb Tryssenaar 
Already covered in Vice President’s & Dave’s Reports. Anni & Kris are now Directors of the Fraser 
Valley, & Flash Back Editors for the Valley Circle. 

Any friends you have that you would like to nominate, send in to Barb Tryssenaar. 
 
L. Festival 2020 
An organizational meeting for Festival 2020 was held Feb. 2, 2017 to establish a ground committee for 
this Festival.   
The following were accomplished at this meeting: 
   Name – Canadian National Square & Round Dance Festival 2020 
   Co-Chairs – Steve Edlund & Norm Cox  
   Secretary – Ken Crisp with back up secretary Sylvia French. 
   Finance Ctte. Chair – Norm Cox 
   Treasurer – Mary Cox with other signees for cheques any 2 of following 3    Mary Cox, Dave Carr, Fred Garbett.      Cheryl Plume has agreed to be Reviewer of the Finances. 
   Program – Ray Brendzy 
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   Registrar – Darcy & Beth McGifford 
   Souvenir Book – Blair Wallace 
   Volunteer Ctte. Chair – June Fitchett & Al Gibbs 
   Support Services – Blair Wallace & Garnet Janus 
   Publicity Ctte. – to ask Joyce Lucas to be chair with Sandi Poje & Jean Galbraith as Ctte. members 
   Slogan – Festival 2020 – Our Sights Are On You  - submitted by Tanye Heathe. 
A Bank Account for Festival 2020 has been opened with Van City Credit Union. 
An open Meeting for All Dancers and Callers/Cuers has been booked for April 22, 2017, 10.00 am at 
Tynehead Hall, 9568 – 168 Street, Surrey (Corner of  168 St. & 96th Ave.).  Please be in attendance to 
show your support for Festival 2020 as we need YOUR Support on these committees.   
Our plan is to play it cool until after Festival 2017 and then we will move into Action Mode in the 
Fall of 2017 ready for the Big Push in London, Ontario, 2018. 
Norm Cox, Co-Chair.                                                   
  
Discussion of Reports. 
Motion to accept reports Norm Cox Seconded by Diane O’Hara Passed 
 

20 min. lunch break, at this time. 
 
Old Business 
a) Society Act  
Discussion on Bylaws followed,  
The committee assigned went over these bylaws thoroughly, but there are some things, which we will 
need to highlight. 
See pg 5 Interpretation 
The Executive Committee shall be comprised of: 
5-1  A) the Officers of the Association. 

B) The Directors of the Association. 
C) The Chairs of the Standing committees of the Association 

These are the only people who have a vote. 
See pg 9 for the standing committee 13-1 

A) The Valley Circle Committee 
B) Website Committee 
C) Social Convener 
D) Delegate(s) to the BC Square & Round Dance Federation. 

The joint committees, these are sub committees, Festival 2017 is one right now.  
They are not important to the day to day operation of the Committee. 
Each Club has a maximum of 2 Club reps who both have a vote. 
We need to be very diligent in who is voting. 
All Members in good standing at the AGM are entitled to one vote at the AGM 
The officers of the Association shall be:- 
The President, Vice President, Past President, Secretary & Treasurer, these constitute the Executive of 
the Association. 
The officers & Directors hold a 2yr term, which can be renewed. 
 2.8 A caller, cuer cannot represent any Club at any meeting of the Association. 
 2.11 An officer of the Association cannot be a club Representative. 
Quorum, not less than 40% be present. 
Chairperson does not have a vote, (except in the case of a tie) The President couple have two votes, but 
if one is Chair, only the other one will be able to vote.  
No Proxy votes allowed. 

The Constitution & Bylaws will be voted on at the AGM June 11th 2017 please be prepared to vote. 
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Thanks to Eva for providing lunch. 

 
New Business 

A. 1) Chilliwack New Dancer Grant application. Paperwork in order, Moved by Gloria Gager to give New Dancer Grant to Chilliwack Rhythm Reelers, seconded by Beth Mills passed. 
 2) Surrey Square Wheelers New Dancer Grant application. Paperwork in order. Moved & Seconded to give New Dancer grant to Surrey Square Wheelers Mary deCario/Kris Christensen Passed 

 
B.  Board of Directors Meeting Norm needs an indication of those in favor of raising the fees of BC Federation by $2.00 to cover the cost of supporting social media, which focuses on New Dancers, and this being the way of the future. We see many more especially the younger group of prospective dancers turning to social media for information. Concern expressed as to why they have so much money, when in fact they are loosing money each year. They do have an Emergency fund for Festivals that may fall short and need funding, also the Moving & Grooving money does not belong to the B. C. Federation, they are just the trustees of the funds. So if we want Brian Elmer to continue with the Social media campaign they will need to increase the fees. Show of hands Majority in favor. 
 
Good & Welfare 
George Langtry’s sister passed away. Chilliwack thank the Fraser Valley for the Grant supporting 
their New Dancers, they have two teens this year.  
Diamond Country Dancers gave both teen clubs $500.00 from surplus funds. 
Dan Adams who has been calling 35yrs is going to hung up his hat at the end of this year. 
Heather Wallace’s wedding went well, the sun came out at the right time. Heather will now be 
known as Heather Reynolds. 
 
Order of the Day 
Chilliwack Rhythm Reelers -Baron of Beef dance again this year. Rally in the Valley, whole 
weekend. 
Surrey Square Wheelers, thank everyone for the dance clothes donated. 
MS dance April 23rd. at 7:00 pm. Gala had a fairly good turnout; Caller commented that we had more 
teens on the floor than they have in the whole of Quebec. 
 

Next meeting June 11th 2017 1:00 pm 
 

Norm Cox moves to adjourn meeting at 3:38 pm 
 
 
 


