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FRASER VALLEY SQUARE & ROUND DANCE ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Fraser Valley Square & Round Dance Association General Meeting 
Feb. 4, 2018 

Location Centennial Lodge, Queens Park, New Westminster 
 

Meeting brought to order at 1:03 p.m. 
Welcome – Jean Galbraith 
Hello and welcome to all our club reps attending this meeting today.  We are about half-way through 
the 2017-2018 dance season, and although some of us are quite familiar with the meetings, I do know 
that some of us could be first time attendees, so here’s a rule we try to enforce.  When you ask a 
question, have some discussion, or move or second a motion, please state your name as well.  Our 
meetings are recorded by our hard-working Secretary, Sylvia French, and it helps her quite a lot with 
the minutes if you can speak your name for the record.  Some of you, as I stated, have been here many 
times, many years, and some of you are fairly new to our Association meetings, but I hope you all can 
agree you find it rewarding to learn about our various functions and committee work, and I also hope 
you feel it is another way to build friendship and camaraderie in square dancing.  And finally, I hope 
that you pass this information and this feeling on to the clubs you represent, because remember, you are 
our basic communication link to the Fraser Valley dancers at large.  Now, thank you, and let’s get 
down to business.  
 
Attendance: Abbotsford Grand Squares, Swinging Hubs, Century House Squares, Chilliwack Rhythm 
Reelers, Royal Swingers, Squares Across the Border, Stardowners, Surrey Square Wheelers, Swinging 
Singles, Town & Country Dancers, Wesburn Wranglers, White Rockers, TW Twirlers. 
 
Absent: Brents Bunch, Chuckwagon 8s, Delta Sundancers, Diamond Country Dancers, Guys & Gals, 
Motiv8ors, Quicksteppers, Rhythm B’s, Wheeling 8’s 

Quorum Established 
Additions to the Agenda: 
 L. History – Norm 
 
Motion to accept Agenda with addition Barb Tryssenaar Seconded by Dave Hammer Passed 
 
Correspondence: 

From Mary Anne Turner concerning the May 25-27th Jamboree In May (2018) the Williams Lake 
Stampede Whirlaways Square Dance Club will be honouring and thanking their caller, Nick Turner, for 

his 40 years of service to the club.  60th Jamboree Weekend, May 25-27 link for poster below. 
  http://www.wmslk.squaredance.bc.ca/images/poster2018jamboreecolour.pdf 

  
 Approval of the minutes of the last meeting – Sunday, Nov. 19, 2017  
Moved by Norm Cox, seconded by Diane O’Hara Passed 
 
REPORTS –  
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a) Treasurer’s Report – Don Allan, see financial reports as Distributed at meeting. 
 
Question /Ans. The Socan fee is a separate fee charged for the music played at a Venue. 
As for Registered members, there were 639 at the end of November, down 34 from last year at the 
same time (673), an additional 32 added in December and approx 10 in January.  
The Insurance cards are ready and will be given out to Club Reps today. 
Don moves to accept his report Seconded by Diane O’Hara Passed  

(Income statements will be attached separately.) 
 

b) Vice President’s Report – David McVige 
At the V&D C/T Assoc. Mid Term Square Dance Dec.30/17 at the Abbotsford Social Activity 
Association Hall in Abbotsford, during a Square Dance Tip, a male Dancer appeared to get rubbery 
legs 
and collapsed to the floor.  
He was helped to lie down on the Caller stage and Paramedics were called. They checked him and took 
him to the Abbotsford Regional hospital where he was examined thoroughly and sent home. 
I called him the next morning to inquire what caused him to collapse. He admitted that he had only had 
a tea or coffee since morning, and being a Diabetic without food could have caused his collapse. 
 The reason for this story is- “are the Square Dance Clubs required to have a Dancer present, who is 
First-Aid qualified”? Also, for the Facility to have a Defibrillator on the Premises. 
 This incident was discussed at the Jan.27/18 Executive Mtg. and suggestion made that the Clubs check 
with the Facility they dance in as to the possibility of having a Defibrillator available. 
As a fellow dancer, regarding having a qualified First Aid person present during their Dances, I 
suggest the Representatives present this to their Club Executives. 
 

c) Valley Circle/Webmaster – Blair Wallace read by Sylvia in Blair’s absence 
February issue done  
Renewal numbers – update: 

 
CLUB NAME 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

ABBOTSFORD GRAND 
SQUARES 33 27 39 35 30 
Brent's Bunch    9 10 
CENTURY HOUSE 13 13 14 11 9 
CHILLIWACK RHYTHM 
REELERS 16 18 30 25 17 
Chuckwagon 8's "A"  LEVEL 16 18 18 9 14 
Chuckwagon 8's "PLUS"  
LEVEL 8 14 9   
DELTA SUNDANCERS 0 1 0 0 0 
GUYS N GALS 7 6 8 5 8 
MOTIV8ORS 5 8 6 5 5 
RHYTHM B'S 10 7 8 4 4 
ROYAL SWINGERS 18 19 14 14 14 
SQUARES ACROSS THE 
BORDER 1 7 0 0 0 
STARDOWNERS 18 15 17 17 16 
SURREY SQUARE 
WHEELERS 33 42 41 39 44 
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SWINGING HUBS 17 20 19 17 15 
SWINGING SINGLES 37 33 35 34 30 
TOWN & COUNTRY 
DANCERS 17 14 13 11 13 
WEAVERS 2 0    
WESBURN     2 
WHEELING 8s 2 2 6 2 3 
WHITE ROCKERS 4 7 8 13 8 
 Sub total – club delivered 257 271 285 250 242 
MAIL 58 51 40 39 47 
Totals 315 322 325 289 289 

 
 

Website: 
 Updated and current based on the information that has been provided to us. 
 

Resource Book is now available on line. Go to bottom left hand corner of the Valley Circle  
on-line web site, click on Dancer resource Book under FVS&RDA. It is a searchable PDF. 

 
Comments by Norm Cox: 
The Valley Circle is coming up to its 59th Anniversary and over the years we have had some very good 
editors and volunteers who have worked very hard to put this magazine together for our pleasure and 
reading.  Where else could you find a book so full of information put together by volunteers?  At the 
present time we have a top-notch team who spent many hours on this magazine 
Do we appreciate it No!!.  Yes some may appreciate it but when was the first or last time you wrote a 
letter to the editor and said “Thanks”? 
Clubs send in the wrong dates for events, and information after the deadlines, fail to keep their 
accounts up-to-date.  When the information is not in or not correct we blame the editor.   

I would like to see every club ad. with a box in it with the upcoming events.  Some Club ads. never 
change all year.  This is YOUR Magazine.  Please make use of it and send in the correct information.   
Make sure the dates are correct on the Coming Events Ad. Page and if the date changes for your event 

please make note of this in your Ad. 
Do you know the people who work each month to put Our Valley Circle together? It is now your turn 

to write something for the Valley Circle.  
 

d) Promotion – Betty Langtry 
We are continuing to sell 5 yr. calendars. 
The Promo Committee has not received any requests for assistance with advertising for new dancers. 
We will pay up to $400.00 or 75% of the total bill. 
 

e) Driscoll Award – Ron Robertson 
Sending out letters this month to both clubs with information and to try and encourage the teens to 
participate more.  We are aware that the numbers are down but we are hoping for some response, if we 
don’t receive anything, we will then consider returning the trophies to the Driscoll Family and 
terminate the awards.  
  

f) BC Federation – Sandi Poje/Norm Cox 
 
These are a couple of highlights from the January Newsletter: 
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 Ken and Sally, President Couple of the BC Federation hopes that 2018 will be the year that we 
discover better ways to attract and keep people square and round dancing throughout the 
Province. 

 The Board of Directors meeting is being held at 10:00 AM on April 7, 2018 at the ASA Hall, 
33889 Essendene Avenue, Abbotsford, BC and don’t forget there is the BOD Dance in the 
same hall with a panel of callers.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

 Applications for new dancer class funding must be received by March 1, 2018.  Application 
forms and instructions are on the BC Federation website under Handbook.  

 Please advise the Federation Secretary if your club or caller/cuer is celebrating a special 
anniversary starting with the 10th anniversary of a club. 

 A complete newsletter is on the back table 

 Norm, Ken and I have been busy catching up on those dancers who now have turned 90:  
Congratulations to Harry Campbell, Abraham Pierson, Helen Daniels and Joe Witiuk 

 On November 21st I was asked by the Surrey Square Wheelers club to attend and present 3 
gentlemen with their 4 Score and More badges. 

 
Clubs, Caller/Cuer, Special Anniversaries and Events for 2018: 
February 10th  Gala with Don Moger calling and Cheryl Plume cueing 
 
February 16th Mavericks in Victoria celebrate their 66th Birthday Dance 
 
May 4th to May 5th 61st Spring Jamboree Weekend in Prince George, BC 
 
May 6th Star Twirlers 40th Birthday Dance at Colwood Community hall, 
 2219 Sooke Road, Victoria 
 
May 25th to 27th 60th Anniversary of the Williams Lake Stampede Whirlaways and 40 years 

of service to the club caller, Nick Turner 
 
June 1st 2nd & 3rd  Rally in the Valley, Steve Edlund calling and Heather Reynolds cueing 
 
June 15th, 16th & 17th  Chase the Fun, Steve Edlund calling and Merv and Sandy Meyer cueing 
 
August 8th to 11th 15th Annual Peachfest Square Dance Festival 
                               Penticton Seniors Drop-In Centre, 2965 South Main Street, Penticton 
 
July 11th to July 13th BC Festival 2019 in Salmon Arm 
           

g) Canadian Dancers Society – Norm Cox 
No report 
 

h) Festival 2020 – Norm Cox 
We have been given the O.K. to advertize this event locally in B.C. for now and then on April 1st the 
publicity can go Canada Wide and World Wide.  The Registration Forms should be out soon and you 
may pay by cheque or eTransfer.  Bookings at the Guildford Sheraton Hotel cannot be made until July 
2019.  We have 150 rooms set aside and we must fill them.  The 2020 Banner (very impressive) is now 
on display - Thanks to Joyce Lucas for her work on that.  Eye Glass Fabric Vests and overskirts should 
appear soon.  Help is needed at the Registration Table in London, Ontario at the July Convention to 
promote our Event in 2020.  If you can help in this area contact June Fitchett 604-951-0889. 
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Our webpage address is squaredance.bc.ca/2020 
 

i) Gala – Norm Cox, Dave Hammer 
Gala will be held February 10, 2018 at Confederation Senior Centre, 4585 Albert St., North Burnaby 
with an afternoon Plus Workshop from 2-4pm (Don Moger Calling) and Evening Dance  -Pre-Rounds 
7-7.30pm with Cheryl Plume Cuing and Plus Dancing 7.30 - 10.00pm with Don Moger Calling and 1 
Round between tips with Cheryl Plume Cuing.  We have sold just over 100 tickets and would like to 
sell about 20 more.  (Sold 119 as of today) 
If all you want to attend is the Saturday afternoon workshop, the cost will be $10.00 

 
Contact Norm/Mary Cox 604-584-5506 or marymcox@telus.net for tickets. 

 
We have allocated time for the Scroll of Honour to be presented during the evening. 
Theme of Dance - Roses/Hearts. 
There will be a Singles Board/ Door Prizes and a Money Draw.  Refreshments will be available of 
Tea/Coffee and Cookies.  Check with Ray if you are interested in going out for dinner prior to the 
dance. 
Don will be doing a Full A2 Dance Friday night 7.30-9.45pm at Motiv8ors. 
 

j) Vancouver & District Caller/Teachers Ass’n – Ken Crisp 
There was a General Meeting of the V&DCTA on January 20, 2018 with the new President, John 
Corrigan in the chair. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend due to a head cold but the following 
information is from the minutes of the meeting. 
 

 There were 37 adults and 4 youth in attendance at the midterm dance on December 30th. 
Attendance was down because of reports of icy roads and the date being so close to New Years. 
The roads were actually quite good to the West of Abbotsford. A moderate profit was realized 
from the dance. In 2018 the dance is to be held on December 29 at the ASAA hall. 

 Several clubs have started New Dancer classes in January with the following preliminary 
observations. Chilliwack Rhythm Reelers 24 new dancers. Wendy Krueger started an eight-
week program at South Arm Community Centre with 15 new dancers registered. Results not 
known yet at other locations.  

 There will be a Roundaree on February 24th at Brookswood Hall for Phase 3 and 4 dancers. 
Heather Reynolds is coordinator.  Check February Valley Circle for the details.  

 We have the Aldergrove OAP arranged for 2018 meetings but will look into alternate 
arrangements beyond this. The September 2018 will be at Kennedy Hall because Aldergrove 
OAP is not available on the 3rd Saturday. 

 Wendy Krueger will work on a committee to put on a Round Dance Cueing workshop. John 
Corrigan looking for caller(s) willing to put on a Callers Weekend workshop. John was also 
going to talk to the FVS&RDA about hosting a Leadership Seminar, as it has been several years 
since one was held in this Region.  

 New Callers and/or Cuers who are already a member of a FVS&RDA club will be allowed to 
join us free of charge because they have already paid their Society fees. They would not be 
referred to as Junior Callers or Apprentices but can join the V&DCTA if they choose to.  

 Lyle and Diane O’Hara were thanked for contributing 4 years as President Couple. 
 John Corrigan had an accident the day after this meeting and spent the next 2 weeks in the 

hospital.  
Try & find out how effective this new Face Book advertising has been. 
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k) Scroll Of Honour – Barbara Tryssenaar   
Ready to do presentation at Gala 
 

l) History – Norm Cox 
History is up to date till 20016, need to have updates for 2007-2008 & would like to see it updated on a 
regular basis. Betty Langtry volunteered to take care of this. 
 
   Motion to Acceptance Reports Barb Tryssenaar seconded by Diane O’Hara Passed 

25 minute break at this time. 
Meeting resumed at 2:25 with thanks to our Social Convener’s Eva & Nelson for such a great Lunch. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – None 
 
NEW BUSINESS – 

a) 60-year dancer pin presentation to Betty & George Langtry 
 

b) Swinging Singles request for new dancer class funding 
Reviewed by Executive and everything in order 
Motion to give Swinging Singles funding by barb Tryssenaar seconded by Dave Hammer Passed  
 

c) Club report – Stardowners – Mary DeCario 
Brief History of the Stardowners Square Dance Club 
Don Hughes called for both Lucky Stars & Hoedowners Clubs; in 1979 the Clubs merged & became 
the Stardowners. Don was the caller for the Stardowners till 1984/85 when his work took him to 
Toronto. 
On January 1st 1986 Ray Brendzy became the official caller for the Stardowners Square Dance Club, in 
2018 Ray has been the club caller for 32 years & the Club will be 38 years young. 
 
List of Presidents: 
1986/87 Jack & Mavis Polmans 
1987-1989 Bob & Joan Mayo 
1989/90 Ken & Margaret Phillips 
1990/91 Roy & Connie Blaby 
1991-1994 Helen & Frank Hemphill 
1994-1997 Jack & Mavis Polmans 
1997/9 Joe & Louise Witiuk 
1999-2002 Bob & Joan Mayo 
2002-2006 Ron & Joan Watson 
2006/7 Ginette Grenier 
2007-2009 Georgina Gropp 
2009-2011 Richard Mann 
2011-20014 Dave Hammer & Marg Scott 
20014/15 Gordon McGregor (Which was the year of the Stardowners 35th Anniversary) 
2015-present day, Dave Hammer. 
 

d) Teen Festival report – Caitlyn Brendzy 
The Pacific North West Teen Square Dance Competition is in Silverton Oregon this Year May 4th – 5th     
It is about 1 hour south of Portland. 
We know it is a long trip, but they are looking for Canadians to come down and be judges in all areas. 
Hope to see some of you there. Thank you Caitlyn. 
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GOOD & WELFARE – Passing of George Czank & Roger Monot, Bruce Fostvelt, Dick Chell, Dave 
Boyack, JP Slater, Ed Filan. (There my be something organized for Dave Boyack in March) 
Krista Bairds New Baby born and well (7 weeks old now) Krista will be Cuing for Heather at the 
Swinging Singles this afternoon, her first dance since the baby was born. 
John Corrigan is out of Hospital and doing as well as can be expected. 
Presentation of Certificate to Steve Edlund for his 35 yrs of calling also started at Abbotsford Swinging 
Hubs around that time. 
 
ORDER OF THE DAY- 
Feb. 14th Swinging Singles boxed lunch Valentines Dance. 
February 18th Heart & Stroke at Town & Country. Dance by donation, suggested $10 anything over 
$20 will receive Tax receipt. It is hoped that John Corrigan will be able to call that night. 
March 1st Trifle night at Stardowners $8.00 pre ticket sales. 
March 4th Zajac Ranch Annual fund raiser dance in Abbotsford 1:30-4:00 pm 
March 25th Sunday White Rockers Valentine’s dance with Ken Krisp. 
March 24th 48th Annual Happiness Dance MS/Plus tips at Surrey Square Wheelers, Main fundraiser,  
Money goes to the Centre for Child Development. There will also be a raffle for a Dolls House.  
April 7th Tyler’s Cotton Tail Dance Guys & Gals O.A.P. Hall $8.00 Square & social dancing. 
TW Twirlers dancing at Royal Heights Baptist Church on Monday nights 7-9 pm 
May 25 – 27th Williams Lake 60th Anniversary & Celebration of Nick Turner’s 40 years of calling. 
June 1-3rd Rally in the Valley “A Mid-Summer Night’s Dream” Atchelitz Hall Chilliwack all events & 
meals included $70 /couple before May 1st. $80 /couple after May 2nd. 
Wheeling 8s enjoy all visitors; don’t need to be in w/c to attend. 
Motion by Darleen to adjourn @ 2:50 p.m. 
 

NEXT MEETING – Sunday, Mar. 25, 2018, Annual General Meeting, 
Centennial Lodge, Queens Park, New Westminster, 1 PM 

 
 
 


