
A Plan to A Plan to Get Back to Dancing Safely in BC Under COVID-19 

by the FVS&RDA COVID-19 Return to Dance Committee 

August 8, 2020 

 

Preamble: 

Previous versions of this Plan to a Plan document assumed that there would be easing of the 

restrictions as time passed under Phase 3 of BC Restart Plan.  What we did not expect is a 

tightening of restrictions that are contained in a new Order of the Provincial Health Officer.  

This new Order was prompted by the spread of the virus that resulted following gatherings in 

Kelowna and Vancouver. 

 

The new restrictions were released by the Public Health Officer (“PHO”) in an Order dated July 

27, 2020, amended to August 7, 2020
1
.  The new order applies to all “Events”.  An Event is 

separated from a “Destination” such as a grocery store, beach, etc.  The difference between 

and “Event” and a “Destination” is the control of access, egress and the activities of the 

patrons. 

 

According to the Order, an Event is defined as: 

“event” refers to anything which gathers people together whether on a one-time, regular or 

irregular basis, including a party, worship service, ceremony or celebration of any type, 

reception, wedding, funeral, celebration of life, musical, theatrical or dance entertainment 

or performance, live band performance, disc jockey performance, strip dancing, comedic 

act, art show, magic show, puppet show, fashion show, book signing, reading, recitation, 

display, movie, film; meeting, conference, lecture, talk, educational presentation (except in 

a school or post-secondary educational institution); auction, fund raising benefit, contest, 

quiz, game, rally, festival, presentation, demonstration, or sporting or other physical 

activity, exhibition and fair; 

 

Under this definition, our activity would be an “Event” as it is clearly a “physical activity”.  Other 

parts of the definition my also apply. 

 

Under the new Order, the following restrictions apply (inter alia): 

4. An owner or operator of a place may permit up to fifty patrons to attend an event in a place 

if the following conditions are met: 

a. there is an organizer of the event; 

b. if the organizer is not the owner or operator of the place the organizer must provide 

the owner or operator with the first and last names and telephone number, or email 

address, of the patrons who attend the event; 

c. access to the event is controlled; 

                                                           
1
  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-

officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-gatherings-events.pdf 
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d. the number of patrons is closely monitored; 

e. there is sufficient space available to permit the patrons to maintain a distance of 

two metres from one another; 

f. the patrons maintain a distance of two metres from one another when standing or 

sitting, unless they belong to the same party; 

g. if there are tables provided for the use of patrons, no more than six patrons sit at a 

table, even if they belong to the same party, and there are at least two metres 

between the backs of the chairs at one table and the backs of the chairs at another 

table, unless the chairs are separated by a physical barrier; 

h. if live performance is provided, or there is a presenter or a presider, a physical 

barrier must be installed between the performer, presenter or presider and the 

patrons which blocks the transmission of droplets from the performer, presenter or 

presider, or there must be at least a three metre separation between the performer, 

presenter or the presider and the patrons. 

i. hand sanitation supplies are readily available to patrons; 

j. there are washroom facilities available with running water, soap and a sanitary 

means for drying hands for hand washing purposes or hand sanitation supplies. 

5. The organizer must ensure that the conditions in section 4 are met. 

6. The organizer must 

a. collect the first and last names and telephone number, or email address, of every 

patron who attends an event or of every driver of a vehicle present at a drive-in 

event; and 

b. retain this information for thirty days, in case there is a need for contact tracing on 

the part of the medical health officer, in which case the information must be 

provided to the medical health officer. 

  

The “Plan to a Plan” must therefore be updated to meet these new requirements.  Specifically, 

the requirements laid out in 4(e), 4(f) and 4(g).  The other requirements of this new order were 

already considered. 

 

The major change in the “Plan for a Plan” is the requirement that a 2 m space is required 

between “patrons” at all times.  This means that 2 m spacing must be maintained from anyone 

outside of your family bubble whether dancing or not and whether you are wearing a mask or 

not. 

 

  



A Plan to A Plan to Get Back to Dancing Safely Under COVID-19             Page 3 of 19 

 

  Version 5 

1. Introduction 

 

Late in 2019 the world was rocked by the COVID-19 Pandemic.  The virus that causes COVID-19 

spread worldwide in its rampage and resulted in the nearly complete shutdown of activities of 

all types in all areas of the world.  The leadership of Dr. Bonnie Henry, the BC Provincial Health 

Officer (PHO), has been clear and concise, and has made BC the envy of almost all jurisdictions 

around the world.    This leadership is now moving us forward to a “reopening” of our province 

and our activities.   

 

On June 20, the Fraser Valley Square and Round Dance Association (FVS&RDA) Executive 

established the “COVID-19 Return to Dance Committee” (the “committee”).  The committee is 

headed by Dr. Blair Wallace and currently includes dancer and caller representatives from the 

FVS&RDA, the Lower Vancouver Island Western Square & Round Dance Association 

(LVIWSRDA), and the BC Square & Round Dance Federation (BCSRDA).  Dr. Blair Wallace has 

extensive work experience in developing health and safety plans and is currently developing 

COVID-19 safety plans for his business clients operating around the world.  We are very pleased 

to have his assistance with doing this for Square and Round Dancing in BC.   

 

This document was produced by the committee and provides a great deal of information to 

help accurately inform all square and round dancers and leaders in BC of the actions that must 

be taken to return to dancing safely, and in compliance with BC provincial health orders and 

guidelines.  The committee will provide guidance and assistance for clubs wishing to make their 

own COVID-19 Safety Plan to return to dancing and strongly advises dancers and clubs to ONLY 

resume dancing when they have a thorough COVID-19 Safety Plan in place. 

 

2. BC’s Phased Restart Plan 

 

The BC reopening plan is detailed in a document called BC’s Restart Plan
2
.  The document 

details the four “Phases” that we need to follow to reopen.  Movement from one Phase to the 

next depends on everyone’s adherence to the requirements of each of the Phases. 

 

As of the date of this document, BC is in Phase 3 of the reopening.  Under Phase 3, more 

facilities, industries and institutions are allowed to re-open.  The details are described on the BC 

government website
3
 which also provides the following guidelines for social interaction to keep 

yourself and others safe. 

 

                                                           
2
 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/emergency-preparedness-response-

recovery/gdx/bcs_restart_plan_web.pdf 
3
 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-

support/phase-3 
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If you are at greater risk (over the age of 60 or with underlying medical conditions), be 

informed of your risk, think through your risk tolerance and take extra precautions. 

 

Inside Your Bubble 

Your bubble includes members of your immediate household and can be carefully 

expanded to include others.  

• Try to limit the number of people in your bubble 

• Every time you add someone to your bubble, you are 

also connecting with everybody in their bubble 

• Inside your bubble you can hug and kiss and do not 

need to wear a mask or stay 2 m apart 

• Remember, vigilant hand-washing and space cleaning 

is still important 

• If you are sick, self-isolate from people in your bubble as much as possible 

 

Outside Your Bubble 

In personal settings when you're seeing friends and 

family who aren't in your bubble: 

• Only get together in small groups of 2 to 6 people 

• Keep 2 m of physical distance from those who are 

outside your bubble and limit your time together 

• Stay home and away from others if you have cold or 

flu-like symptoms 

• Take extra precautions for those at higher risk for serious illness from COVID-19, 

including older people and those with chronic health conditions 

 

Phase 4 is currently described on the BC government website
4
 as follows:  

 

In Phase 4, people can gather in large groups and international tourists will be welcomed 

to B.C.  We can only move to this phase when national and international case numbers 

decline.  This phase largely depends on how other jurisdictions respond to the pandemic 

and their impact.   

 

Entering Phase 4 is conditional on at least one of three factors being met in B.C. 

• Wide vaccination 

• Community immunity 

• Broad successful treatments 

 

                                                           
4
 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-

support/phase-4 
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When at least one of the three factors are met, activities and venues that require large 

gatherings can operate: Conventions, Live audience professional sports, Concerts, 

International tourism 

 

3. When Should We Restart Dancing? 

 

Many of us enjoy the physical exercise, fun, and social aspects of square and round dancing.  

Therefore, we assume that most people that currently square or round dance would like to 

resume dancing as soon as possible.  However, due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, we will not (for 

the foreseeable future, if ever) be able to return to life as it was pre-COVID-19.  This has 

become known as “the new normal”.     

 

It has been suggested that we wait to plan a return to dancing until BC reaches Phase 4 of the 

Restart Plan.  However, the Phase 4 requirements are a huge leap from the present restrictions 

so Phase 4 could potentially be more than a year away.  Based on the way we moved from 

Phase 2 to Phase 3, it is likely that moving from Phase 3 to Phase 4 will also be gradual and the 

restrictions under Phase 3 could be adjusted and hopefully eased over time, but there will be 

bumps along the road to full reopening. 

 

Each person will have to decide if the potential health risk, and required precautions they 

would have to accept, are worth the benefits they feel they receive from social dancing.   

People’s feelings towards the risks, inconvenience, and benefits may change over time and as 

other public and social activities restart.  Therefore, peoples return to dancing will likely be 

gradual.  No one should be pressured, or feel pressure, to return to dancing as it is an important 

and personal decision.   

 

Our dancers and clubs can only determine when (or if) they restart dancing, if they understand 

what the “new normal” might look like.  A COVID-19 Safety Plan will help with this decision and 

this document and the committee will help clubs develop this. 

 

The committee advises dancers and clubs that they can ONLY resume dancing when they 

have a thorough COVID-19 Safety Plan in place. 
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4. How Can We Restart Dancing? 

 

4.1 Dancing is Possible Under Phase 3 with Restrictions 

 

The PHO requires that no more than 50 people can gather for an “event” and that 

interactions between patrons within the event must maintain a social distance of 2 m 

between people outside of the family bubble.  Therefore, under the current Phase 3 

restrictions, we cannot dance together in squares of eight people unless all eight people are 

within the family bubble. 

 

However, we could: 

 

• Square dance – if each couple is comprised of people from the same family bubble, 

the couples maintain 2 m spacing and couples only interact with their partner; 

 

• Round dance – if each couple is comprised of people from the same family bubble 

and the couples maintain 2 m spacing; 

 

• Clogging – if each person maintains 2 m spacing from other participants; 

 

• Line Dance – if each person maintains 2 m spacing from other participants;  

 

• Contra – if each couple is comprised of people from the same family bubble, the 

couples maintain 2 m spacing and couples only interact with their partner. 

 

4.2 A COVID-19 Safety Plan is Needed 

 

To restart any dancing we need to develop a plan known as a “COVID-19 Safety Plan” which 

must be: 

• developed by each club, for every location where it dances, in concert with the hall, 

club members, callers and cuers; 

• provided to the club members;  

• posted at each club event; and, 

• adhered to by all club members (dancers) for all requirements of the plan.   

 

While this might sound daunting, the committee is available to assist clubs to develop their 

plan.  This document was developed by the committee as one of the steps to develop 

COVID-19 Safety Plans that will get us back to dancing safely and meet government 

requirements.   
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We understand the requirements and how to meet them; and are fortunate to have people 

in our community that can help us.  So, let’s get started while we have time to be sure we 

get it right. 

 

5. The Basic Underpinning of a COVID-19 Safety Plan  

 

SARS-CoV-2 is a virus that causes a disease called COVID-19.  The virus is transmitted thru 

droplets that are released during breathing.  Coughing, sneezing, exertion, singing and other 

factors increase the number of droplets that are released and the distance that the droplets are 

transmitted.  The virus can survive on hard surfaces for short periods of time.  The disease, 

COVID-19, occurs when the SARS-CoV-2 virus enters the respiratory system.  Further details are 

available at http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/about-covid-

19/how-it-spreads. 

Studies show that people can emit the virus even if they do not have symptoms.  So, even if we 

all feel well, there is a potential for the spread of the virus. 

So, to reduce the spread of the virus we need to: 

- Keep “socially distant” from others – greater than 2 m; 

- Regularly wash and disinfect your hands; 

- Disinfect surfaces regularly; 

- Don’t touch your face. 

 

While easily said, our activity does not lend itself to being “socially distant”.  How do we 

address this?  We develop a plan that meets the requirements of the PHO and WorkSafeBC. 

 

6. The Fundamentals of a COVID-19 Safety Plan 

 

When considering developing a COVID-19 Safety Plan we need to consider all aspects of our 

activity – from prior to entering the hall, through to leaving the hall – and everything that 

happens in between.  Who is involved in the COVID-19 Safety Plan – EVERYONE!  The hall 

owner, the club executive and all dancers are part of, and must adhere to, the plan.  Don’t 

panic at this – we are here to help, and we have a developed a structure to help and guidance 

to get all clubs a COVID-19 Safety Plan.  
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7. How Can We Dance if We Need to be “Socially Distant”?

 

Remember that the reason we need to be “Socially Distant” is to reduce the potential for 

droplets containing the virus from being transferred between us.  WorkSafeBC provides a 

hierarchy of safety considerations to aid us, as shown in the following diagram:

 

As shown in the diagram, the first level of protection from a safety risk is “Elimination”

COVID-19, elimination would include keeping sick people away, social distancing, etc.  Where 

“Elimination” cannot be achieved

implemented.  These include Plexiglas barriers, etc.  The hierarchy continues thru 

“Administrative Controls” or rules and guidelines, then to “Personal Protective Equipment” 

(PPE).  BUT those activities in the hierarchy that can be achieved 

example, staying away when you are sick is required, even if additional protections are put into 

place.  The purpose of adding additional levels of protection is O

cannot be addressed within the previous levels of the hierarchy. 

 

We can develop a COVID-19 Safety Plan to meet the requirements under Phase 3 of BC’s 

Restart Plan by using this hierarchy.
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8. Considerations for a COVID-19 Safety Plan 

 

As mentioned previously, a COVID-19 Safety Plan starts before an evening of dancing starts, 

through to after an evening ends.  It is assumed that dancing will occur within a hall (i.e. inside).  

Here is a summary of the considerations that must be included in a plan: 

 

8.1 Self-Evaluation and Reporting 

 

• If you are SICK or don’t feel well - STAY HOME! 

• If anyone in your home does not feel well - STAY HOME! 

• If you feel ill at a dance 

o Advise those you have been dancing with and the club executive that you are not 

feeling well, and 

o Go home, and  

o Seek medical advice. 

• Anyone not feeling well must stay home and remain home until symptoms have not 

been present for 14 days. 

• Anyone who has been dancing with the club, and had a COVID-19 test, must report 

POSITIVE results to the club.  The club will be required to report POSITIVE test results to 

the COVID-19 Return to Dance Committee and provide Public Health officials with the 

contact tracing information.    

 

8.2 Use of Masks 

 

• During dancing and other physical activities the droplets emitted may travel greater 

than 2 m, we therefore recommend that everyone wears a non-medical mask.  This is 

especially true when dancing inside where the buildings ventilation would also circulate 

the droplets.  We do not need to wear medical masks or respirators.   

• As shown in the diagram below, non-medical are effective from us inadvertently 

spreading our respiratory droplets to others.  And, if everyone wears a non-medical 

mask, the probability of transmission is significantly reduced.  
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   Source: American Dental Association 

 

• Masks must be a minimum of two layers of cloth and can be disposal or washable, 

purchased or homemade 

• Masks must be changed if soiled or wet 

• More than one mask may be required during a dance 

• Dancers must not touch their masks except to put it on and take it off 

• Dancers must not touch their face while wearing a mask 

• Hands must be washed before and after a mask is donned and removed 

• To test a mask – put the mask on and try to blow out a match or candle.  If the candle or 

match flickers when you blow on it – the mask is not adequate. 

 



A Plan to A Plan to Get Back to Dancing

 

 

 

8.3 Entering the Hall 

 

• Dancers entering the hall must maintain 2 m spacing while 

register at the dance.  Club to add marks or indicators on the floor to show spacing;

• ALL dancers must register and provide contact information

address).  The contact information must be kept confidential 

used for contact tracing in the event of a suspected outbreak

will need to be retained and would only be provided t

BC Personal Information Protection Act

• A Plexiglas barrier or other means should be in place between the person attending the 

registration table and incoming dancers;

• The number of people present in cloak rooms should be limited to ensure social 

distancing is maintained; 

• The number of people allowed at the dance cannot exceed 

PHO or the hall capacity, whichever is less

• Social distancing must be 

• Clubs representatives at the desk 

• Dance cards (if used) must be laminated and 

requirements of the types of 

in the COVID-19 Safety Plan.  Single use dance cards are also available.

 

8.4 In the Hall 

 

• Chairs and other seating must be positioned such that dancers can maintain social 

distancing while waiting for the dance to start and during 

• Chairs and tables must be arranged such that no more than six people can sit or stand 

A Plan to A Plan to Get Back to Dancing Safely Under COVID-19           

 

 

Dancers entering the hall must maintain 2 m spacing while waiting to enter the hall and 

register at the dance.  Club to add marks or indicators on the floor to show spacing;

ALL dancers must register and provide contact information (name, phone number, email 

address).  The contact information must be kept confidential by the club 

used for contact tracing in the event of a suspected outbreak.  All information collected 

will need to be retained and would only be provided to the PHO in accordance with the 

BC Personal Information Protection Act, or as otherwise required by law or regulation

A Plexiglas barrier or other means should be in place between the person attending the 

registration table and incoming dancers; 

er of people present in cloak rooms should be limited to ensure social 

 

The number of people allowed at the dance cannot exceed the limits in place by the 

or the hall capacity, whichever is less; 

Social distancing must be maintained at all times; 

Clubs representatives at the desk and welcoming dancers must wear masks;

Dance cards (if used) must be laminated and disinfected before distribution.  

e types of disinfectants and disinfection techniques will be provided 

19 Safety Plan.  Single use dance cards are also available. 

Chairs and other seating must be positioned such that dancers can maintain social 
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together; 

• The Club must liaise with the hall owner to ensure that all facilities are regularly cleaned 

and determine if the club or hall are responsible for cleaning before and after the dance; 

• All Clubs must have cleaning supplies available for use.  All hard surfaces must be 

routinely cleaned.  At a minimum, hard surfaces must be cleaned before and after use;  

• Directional arrows must be placed where required (i.e. entry/exit of cloak rooms, etc.); 

• Details of access / egress to washrooms, cloak rooms and the hall itself would depend 

on the layout of the hall and the specific requirements of the club.  For example, if the 

washrooms are small – a washroom pass system might be required.  This would be 

detailed in the COVID-19 Safety Plan. 

 

8.5 The Club’s Responsibilities 

 

• Clubs will need to provide hand sanitizer and wipes at all activities (unscented); 

• Clubs will need to have single use face masks available for dancers who forget / do not 

have masks; 

• Clubs will need to explain to dancers how to put on and take off face masks (i.e. put it 

on / take it off without touching the inside / outside of the cloth portion); 

• Clubs need to ensure washrooms at all facilities are properly equipped and supplied 

with sanitizer, soap, and water; 

• Club executive members should lead by example by wearing masks, ensuring that proper 

mask techniques are taught and by enforcing the rules: 

o Social distancing at all times; 

o Asking dancers to leave if they appear ill;  

o Limit the numbers at the dance to the numbers allowed by the PHO, or the rules 

of the hall, whichever is less; 

• Clubs obtain and retain contact tracing information as required by the PHO. 

 

8.6 Preparing For and During Dancing 

 

• Marks or other divisions must be indicated on the floor to assist dancers to maintain the 

2 m social distancing; 

• It is recommended that ALL dancers wear face masks ALL the all the time while at the 

dance; 

• Some suggestion has been made that dancers might be able to dance in a Square that is 

limited to only those within their “bubble” and therefore masks would not be required.  

But exercise can increase the distance that droplets can travel and air currents from hall 

ventilation systems can move the droplets – so dancing with masks are recommended 

for all dancers at all times. 
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• 2 m distancing may be possible between couples during a Round Dance – BUT dancers 

must dance with a partner who is within their “family bubble” (i.e. no changing 

partners).  Further, exercise can increase the distance that droplets can travel and air 

currents from hall ventilation systems can move the droplets – so dancing with masks is 

recommended for all round dancers; 

• 2 m distancing must be maintained between couples during Clogging.  Further, exercise 

can increase the distance that droplets can travel and air currents from hall ventilation 

systems can move the droplets – so dancing with masks is recommended for all 

cloggers. 

• 2 m distancing must be maintained between couples during a Line dancing.  Further, 

exercise can increase the distance that droplets can travel and air currents from hall 

ventilation systems can move the droplets – so dancing with masks is recommended for 

all line dancers. 

• 2 m distancing must be maintained between couples during Contra dancing.  Further, 

exercise can increase the distance that droplets can travel and air currents from hall 

ventilation systems can move the droplets – so dancing with masks is recommended for 

all contra dancers. 

• As a minimum, all dancers must wash or sanitize their hands before starting each dance 

tip.  More frequent washing, such as also after each dance tip is recommended.  

Washing or disinfecting hands after touching your mask, eating or drinking is required.  

• All dancers must wear long sleeves to reduce forearm skin-to-skin contact. 

 

8.7 Callers/Cuers/Prompters 

 

• Callers must develop one couple dancing choreography;   

• Callers should announce that square and contra dancers need to choose partners within 

their “bubble”; 

• Callers should eliminate Swinging, the waist swing Do Sa Do, and hugs / “yellow rocks” 

for all dancers (including with partners, since you never know who are really partners 

from the same “bubble”) to reduce proximity of faces; 

• Callers/Cuers/Prompters should reduce the speed / complexity of calls / figures to 

reduce exertion level of dancers, especially since they will be wearing masks; 

• Cuers should announce that round dancers need to choose partners within their 

“bubble”; 

• Callers / Cuers / Prompters will not be required to wear masks when they are instructing 

dancers as a mask would tend to muffle the instructions BUT callers, cuers and 

prompters must maintain social distance from all dancers or other 

callers/cuers/prompters at all times.  A distance of 3 m between the caller / cuer / 

prompter and dancers must be maintained.  If a 3 m distance cannot be attained, a 
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Plexiglas barrier must be used; 

• Callers/Cuers/Prompters must maintain a 2 m social distance when they are not calling, 

cueing or prompting; 

• Caller/Cuers/Prompters should lead by example; 

• All Caller/Teacher Associations need to stress to their membership that at leaders, they 

are the ambassadors of our activity in the new post-COVID-19 world and must act as 

exemplary representatives; 

• Callers, Cuers and Prompters must recognize that some dancers may feel anxiety as we 

return to dance.  No dancers should be forced or otherwise coerced to attend dancers 

or to participate in any club activities nor forced to dance above their dance or comfort 

level. 

 

8.8 Breaks 

 

• Common / shared food tables / coffee makers, etc. must be eliminated; 

• Callers / Cuers / Prompters will need to use their own microphones – and have a 

separate microphone for the club to use for announcements, etc. and ensure only one 

person uses each microphone.  Microphones will need to be disinfected after use; 

• Chairs and tables must be arranged to allow for social distancing or barriers installed.  

Where space is limited, some of the dancers may have to stand.  If standing, social 

distancing must be maintained; 

• Water should be made available from a faucet with sanitizer available.  Cups to be 

provided by the dancers.  There should be only limited use of single use cups. 

• No common use baskets of candies / mints can be available; 

• Dancers should be encouraged to bring their own snacks and only share within their 

familiar bubble. 

 

8.9 Exiting the Hall 

 

• When leaving the hall, social distancing must be maintained in the hall, at doorways, in 

cloak rooms and in the parking lot. 

 

8.10 Signage 

 

Clubs will need to post signs telling dancers 

• To wear face masks; 

• To limit touching their faces; 

• To stay home if they feel ill; 
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• To wash their hands often. 

 

9. The Role of the COVID-19 Return to Dance Committee 

 

We are here to help you.  The COVID-19 Return to Dance Committee has within its members 

the expertise that has developed COVID-19 Return to Work Plans in jurisdictions around the 

world and that have enabled essential services to remain working right through the pandemic.  

We can leverage this expertise to help all clubs develop a COVID-19 Safety Plan that meets the 

requirements of the PHO and WorkSafeBC.  We will also watch the announcements and orders 

from the PHO and provincial government to assess any impacts on our activity. 

 

10. Insurance Coverage 

 

We have received preliminary information that the Canadian Square & Round Dance Society 

(CS&RDS) Third Party Liability Insurance will remain in place into the 2020/2021 dance season.  

Ongoing liaison with the BC Square and Round Dance Federation (“BC Fed”) and the CS&RDS is 

underway to ensure that the insurance will be in place, and if any changes related to COVID-19 

will be enacted.  We have also asked the BC Fed to contact the BC Government regarding the 

liability of clubs and the associations related to COVID-19.  A recent Ministerial Order (MO183) 

placed limits on the liability of sporting clubs, associations, and their directors.   

 

11. What Can Clubs Do If They Wish To Return To Dancing 

 

11.1 Consider the Timeline 

 

We don’t expect that ANY club dancing can occur before January 2021.  This estimate is 

based on: 

• The need to wait for Phase 3 restrictions to be further relaxed 

• Information received so far that indicate a number of the halls will not be ready to 

reopen until the fall at the earliest 

• The time needed to: 

o contact and get information from hall owners; 

o assess the hall information with respect to club requirements; 

o develop the club specific plan; 

o secure the necessary supplies; and,  

o provide dancers with information and answer their questions. 
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11.2 Provide a Contact Person 

 

Provide the COVID-19 Return to Dance Committee a contact to work with to develop a club 

specific COVID-19 Safety Plan.  Clubs can send their contact person’s name, phone number, 

and email address to the committee to Blair Wallace (valleycircle@shaw.ca).   

 

Of course, the decision for a club to restart and/or to participate with the committee to 

participate with the COVID-19 Return to Dance Committee remains with the club.  We are 

asking for a contact simply to enable us to know a club’s intentions and as way to contact 

them if they choose to move forward. 

 

11.3 Poll Your Members 

 

Ask your club members if would they be willing to return to dancing if a COVID-19 Safety 

Plan is in place that, in part, requires: 

• Non-medical masks must be worn while attending dances 

• Square dancing is currently limited to couples made up of the same family bubble 

and that the couples must maintain a 2 m social distance; 

• Round dancing is currently limited to couples made up of the same family bubble 

and that the couples must maintain a 2 m social distance; 

• Clogging requires participants must maintain a 2 m social distance;  

• Line dancing requires participants must maintain a 2 m social distance; 

• Contra is currently limited to couples made up of the same family bubble and that 

the couples must maintain a 2 m social distance; and, 

• Social times that involve food sharing will be eliminated 

 

Some dancers may be ready to dance now, while others will not be ready to return until a 

vaccine is available.  Remember that many of our dancers are in the most vulnerable group.   

 

Please provide the feedback from your club members to the committee as this could help 

adjust planning.  

 

11.4 Obtain Information from Your Hall 

 

If a club finds sufficient members are willing to attend dances under the restrictions of the 

COVID-19 Safety Plan, then clubs need to collect information about their halls including: 

• Does the hall have a COVID-19 Safety Plan and if yes – obtain a copy and determine 

what constraints does the hall’s plan in place on user groups 

• The date the hall will reopen. 
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• Does the hall have a capacity limit? 

• Does the hall have rules regarding washroom capacities? 

• Has the hall established any traffic flow patterns (e.g. established one-way flow in 

the cloak room and installed signs to indicate the direction) 

• What state will the hall be at the start of a rental. (i.e. will they place chairs in the 

requested positions, will surfaces be sanitized). 

• Get a floor plan for the facility so that the club can determine  

o how many dancing couples / participants can be accommodated while 

maintaining 2m between them; 

o where tables and barriers will be installed; and  

o if additional signage is required to control flow directions. 

• Is any additional storage available for new equipment such as barriers and sanitizing 

equipment? 

 

11.5 Develop a Club and Hall Specific Safety Plan 

 

Once you have the suggested information from your hall, the COVID-19 Return to Dance 

Committee will work with your club to assess the layout of the facility and help develop the 

club’s COVID-19 Safety Plan by considering: 

• The location of hand sanitizing stations. 

• The location of physical barriers such as – at the reception table, at the caller table, 

etc. 

• Are there opportunities within a facility to share barriers between clubs or are 

barriers available at the hall? 

• Developing and positioning of signage to direct traffic and to describe requirements 

for dancer conduct. 

• Requirements for additional sanitizing equipment. 

• Rules / requirements on washroom, cloak room and hall access and egress; 

• The source and supply of masks, if the club decides to provide masks for people who 

arrive without them. Alternately, the club could establish a clear requirement that 

all dancers are expected to provide their own masks. 

• Development of an estimate of the initial cost of purchasing equipment (barriers...) 

and the ongoing cost of supplies such as sanitizing solutions, masks, etc. 

• Explore the potential for clubs to share equipment (e.g. barriers) or even join forces 

to provide opportunities for us to “Get Back to Dancing”. 

• Develop the requirements for both pre-dance and post-dance activities and the 

numbers of people who would be needed to carry out the activities (i.e. cleaning, 

arranging equipment, chairs, tables, etc.). 
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• Develop the requirements for during-dance activities and the numbers of people 

who would be needed to carry out the activities (i.e. routine sanitizing, etc.). 

 

11.6 Discuss the Plan with Your Dancers, Callers & Cuers 

 

All dancers must not only BE SAFE when they return, they must FEEL SAFE.  This requires 

that clubs openly communicate with dancers about developing a COVID-19 Safety Plan, 

provide them with the written plan, encourage feedback and answer questions, put the 

plan in place, and ensure all steps are followed and enforced.     

 

All dancers should be provided with a copy of the club’s COVID-19 Safety Plan and members 

should acknowledge receipt of the plan by signing a “Return to Dance” summary of the 

COVID-19 Safety Plan or a “Participant Agreement”.  

 

Think about your last trip to the grocery store – Did you feel safe? Why?  There was lots of 

signage.  There was hand sanitizer available.  There was staff wiping carts and basket.  There 

was staff wiping cashier stands.  There were barriers in place.  There were direction arrows 

on the floor.  There were dots or lines indicating safe spacing.  We just need to adapt all this 

to our activity.  If you did not feel safe – what was missing? 

 

11.7 Consider Your Club Finances 

 

Even if a suitable facility is available, a club must examine the increased costs and the 

potential for a reduction in numbers of dancers and decide if it is feasible to resume 

dancing.  Some factors to consider are: 

• Numbers of dancers that are expected to return. 

• Normal costs for hall rental, caller and cuer. 

• Additional costs for new equipment and supplies. 

• Opportunities to have clubs to dance together on a temporary or permanent basis. 

 

The committee will work with the club to develop an estimate of the extra operating costs 

required by the COVID-19 Safety Plan such as hand sanitizer, masks, cleaning supplier, 

barriers, etc.  The FVS&RDA is considering providing some assistance with these extra 

operating costs through bulk purchase discounts or limited funding, but the details need to 

be determined.  
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12. Conclusion 

 

The committee believes that we can develop a plan to enable us to return to dancing safely.  It 

may seem like there is too much to do, but we believe we can all help each other and achieve 

this.   Think about how things have changed in the past four months … 

Before the Pandemic Now 

we wandered anywhere we wanted in a 

grocery store 

there are one-way signs that don’t seem 

too daunting 

we just walked into stores we sometimes need to stand in lines and 

wait for our turn 

we crowded into restaurants we have Plexiglas barriers between us, 

single use menus, etc. 

we were face-to-face with cashiers there is a Plexiglas barrier between us 

we recognized people had personal space we call it being “Socially Distant” 

 

None of this has been “too much”.  If others can do it – so can we. 

 

Let’s get to work and Get Back to Dancing safely. 
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